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Ingham County Genealogical Society
General Membership Meeting 
May 10, 2018

The May 10, 2018 general membership meeting of the Ingham County Genealogical Society (ICGS) was held at the Sam Corey Senior Center, Holt, Michigan.

Call to Order: President Audrey Martini called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Audrey Martini led members in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

PROGRAM: Evaluating Genealogical Data by Dan Fantore

BUSINESS MEETING
CONFIRMATION OF A QUORUM: Beverley Bockes confirmed there was a quorum.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Correction – IX –Digitization of “Stockbridge” microfilm files (not Ingham County)
MOTION:  Sheila Truman made a motion to approve the agenda as corrected, Joann DePeel 2nd; motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Tammy Parsons made a motion to approve the April 12, 2018 minutes, John DuLong 2nd; motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
· Report presented and placed on file.

Connie Stewart commented on an update to the audit relating to the amount of dollars in the restricted funds for “Save the Newspaper”.  President Martini requested the updated findings be presented by the Trustee(s) present at the audit.
OFFICER AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
President, Audrey Martini: 
· MAHS exhibit is back in place
· While at the NGS conference there was an inquiry for purchase of advertised publications.  She is unable to locate any publications that the Society has (other than the cookbooks)and is looking for information on location of said publications and/or master copies for creating and selling copies.  
· President Martini appointed an ad-hoc committee to research storage options for the Society’s master copies of its microfilm.  Beverley Bockes will chair this committee. 
· Martini appointed Tammy Parsons to Chair the Bylaws and Policies Committee.

Vice President/Program Chairman, Ricardo Muniz:  no report

Treasurer, Dan Neuman: as above
Recording Secretary, Jeff Antaya: absent, no report

Membership Secretary, Beverley Bockes: 
· We have a new member from Pennsylvania, who signed up at the NGS conference.
Librarian, Charles Hagler: 
· Thank you to Isabelle Wells for assisting at the Michigan Library and Historical Center during the NGS conference.  Approximately 100 NGS conference attendees traveled to visit the Library and Archives, Isabelle represented our Society during this event.  
· Seven new visitors this month at the ICGS library. 
· Thank-you to Diane Bishop for her volunteer work indexing newspapers.

Trustees, Jane Wallin & Jeff Montgomery:  “Nothing to Report”
Computer Committee/Social Media, Sandra Ennes:  absent, no report
Computer Committee/Web Master, Harry Warner: absent, no report

Social Committee, Lori Neuman: 
· Picnic will be August 9, 2018, at the Sam Corey Center.  Please sign up for a dish to pass.  Pot Luck, starting at 6:30 p.m., eat at 7:00 p.m.

Program Committee, Ricardo Muniz: no report

Fundraising Committee, Emilee Marks:
· ICGS will be hosting a Land Records Workshop on June 23, 2018.

Publicity Committee, David Held: absent, no report

Publications Committee, Grove Sandrock: absent, no report

Newsletter Committee, Martha Marshall & Sheila Truman: 
· Deadline for submission of articles for next newsletter is June 15th.

Historian, Alice Raatz: 
· Work continues on the history book available at the meetings.

Michigan Genealogical Council, Tammy Parsons: 
· Abrams Seminar will be July 20th and 21st, 2018 with the lock-in on Friday July 20th 5p-10p.  Both the Library and Archives will be open.  
· Seeking Michigan website now has all of the 1942 Death Certificates on-line.  1943 Death Certificates will start to be uploaded in January 2019.  
· After a change in the records retention schedule all counties will be required to turn over probate records 50 year and older to the archives.  
· NGS awarded the Filby award to a staff member at the Library of MI. 
· Ideas were presented for Creative Programing for Societies on a budget.

· MGC Fall seminar will be Saturday November 3rd –John Colletta –Key note speaker. 
· MGC workshop June 16th 10am Pinckney Public Library – panel presentations on improving your society.  
· Registration is now open for FGS August conference in Fort Wayne, IN.

OLD BUSINESS:
Digitizing Stockbridge Newspaper Microfilm – Charles Hagler reported that the Clark Historical Library, Mt Pleasant, MI can digitize for 13 cents/image plus the cost of the hard drive for storage.  This would be approximately $130 per reel.  The executive board has agreed to bring this to the general membership for a vote.  

Motion: by Charles Hagler 2nd Beth Hall to approve up to $1500.00 from the newspaper fund to begin digitizing the Stockbridge newspaper and hard drive storage.  

DISCUSSION:  Diane Bishop stated that the Stockbridge Newspaper is on 58 reels of microfilm.  For $1300 we can digitize 1883 thru December 1925 of the Stockbridge Brief Sun (12 reels).  Digitization also includes optical characterization.

President Martini stated that there is no copyright issue up to 1922, but we need to see the documents regarding copyright beyond 1922, including the Letter of Agreement between the various societies originally involved in microfilming the Stockbridge newspapers.
Connie Stewart stated she has those documents.  Audrey requested copies be provided to members of the Executive Board.

President Martini pointed out that the original intended use of the funds was to “Save the Ingham County News” newspaper.  Martini stated she felt it was important that she give notice to those who donated to the originally intended purpose that the original purpose is no longer feasible and therefore, the funds will be used for digitizing the Stockbridge newspaper/newspaper project.   

Charles Hagler stated that this project is an extension of the Save the Newspaper project.  
Dan Neuman (Treasurer) stated that a $150 donation was received tonight for the Newspaper Project fund bringing the total amount in that fund to $1,500. 

President Martini presented a flyer on the MACH Microfilm Scanner (approximate cost $7500.00) as an option to paying an outside agency to digitize the microfilm.   Much discussion ensued.  Tammy Parsons noted that regardless, the Society will have to raise more money to either purchase a scanner or pay another entity to finish the digitization project.  She suggested we move forward with spending the $1,500 to digitize what we can now and continue the discussion regarding these two choices for future digitization efforts.
Motion REVIEWED: approve up to $1500.00 from the newspaper fund to begin digitizing the Stockbridge newspaper and hard drive storage -Carried (21 yes votes, 0 no votes, 0 abstentions) 

NEW BUSINESS:

John DuLong – Attended NGS Conference and met with a Dutch Genealogist who offers services for those who travel to the Netherlands.   If anyone is interested contact www.dutchrootsexplorer.com or www.dutchrootstours.com
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· June 23, 2018 Land Record Workshop sponsored by ICGS
· July 20-21 2018 Abrams Foundation Family History Seminar
· November 5, 2018 ICGS Spaghetti Dinner Fund-Raiser at A&W Restaurant
ADJOURNMENT:
Motion:  Beverley Bockes moved, 2nd by Beth Hall to adjourn.  Motion passed.  
Meeting was adjourned at 9:08 p.m.

Respectively submitted by

Tammy Parsons (in absence of Jeff Antaya)
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