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Two Receive Distinguished Awards 

Beth Hall presented Harry Warner with the  

Edward E. Parker Award at the 2019 Annual  

December Holiday 

Potluck.  

Harry served as the 

Society's webmaster 

from 2007 until 

2018.  When he took 

the position he knew 

very little about 

webpages.  He  

researched and  

studied and self-

taught the skills it took to create the page that served 

the Society well until Microsoft no longer supported 

the software and it became evident that ICGS  

needed to find a new website software program.   

The numbers of volunteer hours spent establishing 

and maintaining that website was too often taken for 

granted, but very much appreciated by those who 

used the information posted on the site.  

Alice Raatz has served as the Society’s Historian 

from 1998 to present.  In addition she served dually 

as a Trustee from 2000-2001 and as Recording  

Secretary from 2001-2005. 

As Historian she is responsible for collecting and 

preserving all materials involving ICGS including 

minutes, photos, newsletters, membership rosters 

and newspaper articles relating to ICGS and/or its 

members.  The materials are compiled into a 3-ring 

notebook with transparent acid-free plastic page  

protectors.  At the 

end of each fiscal 

year, the completed 

notebooks are given 

to the ICGS  

Librarian to be made  

available to anyone 

visiting the reference 

room.  The books are 

very well presented and very comprehensively  

provide a history of the Ingham County Genealogical 

Society and its members.  Tammy Parsons, one of 

the three nominators, presented the award. 
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Mission of the Ingham County  

Genealogical Society 

Members of ICGS promote, encourage, make  

connections, and help provide information to  

persons interested in the research and study of  

family history and work to preserve our county and 

greater mid-Michigan genealogical heritage. 

Membership 

Single annual membership …………………$15 

Family at a single address membership ……$20 

Membership includes access to our “Members  

Only” web page.  Members are encouraged to  

submit an ancestral chart to the Membership   

Secretary for a possible match with other members. 

Meetings 

Membership meetings are held from 7-9 pm the 

second Thursday of each month—except  

January, June and July—at the Sam Corey Senior 

Center, 2108 Cedar Street, Holt, MI.  The public is 

welcome. 

Editorial Policy 

Inroads to Ingham is published quarterly.   

Members and non-members are encouraged  to 

submit materials for publication.   The deadline for 

material is the 15th of the month immediately prior 

to the first month of each quarter.  Content of  

submissions should be consistent with the  

purpose of the society (see above).  We reserve the 

right to accept or reject any material submitted.  

 

Officers  (Jan. 1, 2020—Dec. 31, 2020) 

President:   Audrey Z. Martini 

Vice President:  Gary Wilkes 

Treasurer:   Tammy Parsons 

Recording Secretary: Lorie Neuman 

Membership Secretary: Barbara Bridges 

Librarian:   Charles Hagler 

Directors:    Alice Raatz 

    Sandra Ennes 

    Jane Wallin 

Committee Chairs 

Computer:   

     Web Master:  Sandra Enness 

     Facebook Page:  Sandra Enness 

     Facebook Group:  Jeff Antaya 

Federation of Genealogical 

  Societies Delegate:  Audrey Z. Martini 

Historian:   Alice Raatz 

Michigan Genealogical 

  Council Delegates:  Sam Pardee 

    Vacant 

Newsletter:   Martha Marshall 

    Sheila Truman 

Program:   Gary Wilkes 

Publicity:   Vacant 

Social:   Vacant  

Marketing/Communication: Sandra Enness 

Facebook:  Facebook.com/icgsweb 

Web Page:   www.icgsweb.org  

Email:  icgs@icgsweb.org 
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2020 ICGS Executive Board Meetings  

All meetings to be held from 7 pm—9pm at the 
Sam Corey Senior Center, 2108 Cedar St., Holt 
and are open to members. 

Thursday, January 23, 2020 

Thursday, April 23, 2020 

Thursday, July 23, 2020 

Thursday, October 22, 2020 
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 President’s Message 

BY Audrey Z. Martini 
517-719-4737 

Email: Martini@msu.edu 

 

 

Thank-you to all who attended the November  

meeting and cast your ballots for the next term of 

officers.  I especially appreciate those who had  

confidence in me for another term as President. 

By the time you read this the 2019 holidays will be a 

memory and we will have embarked on a new  

decade with all kinds of New Year’s resolutions and 

perhaps private bets on how long we will actually 

stick to those resolutions. 

Because it is the beginning of a new term as  

president of this society, I am also looking at my 

personal goals relative to ICGS.  This is the first 

time I’ve had a two-year term of office and I am  

really excited because it will give me more time to 

accomplish those goals.—all of which are consistent 

with the ICGS Mission: 

. . promote, encourage, make connections, and 

help provide information to those interested in 

the research and study of family history and 

work to preserve our mid-Michigan  

genealogical heritage. . . 

While all five of our organizational goals are  

important, two stand out as particularly important at 

this point in our existence.  The first is membership 

and the second is research resources.  I think they go 

hand-in-hand.  To quote from the sports and movie 

worlds “If you build it, they will come”. 

Society membership is our greatest asset, followed 

by the resources we have in the ICGS Reference 

Room/Library and the many volunteers over the 

years who have contributed to the growth and 

maintenance of that Library.  But too few people 

even realize the wealth of information to be had 

within those four walls.   

Times are changing and today’s generation of  

researchers start their search not in a library, but on a 

computer keyboard.  The ICGS challenge is to make 

as much information as possible accessible via our 

webpage.  With the right mix of public and members 

only information on our page, I strongly believe we 

would increase both membership and income. 

Several questions were raised at the November  

meeting about the cost of adding additional  

information to our website.  I promised those present 

that I would do additional research and bring that 

budget item back before the Executive Board at our 

January 23, 2020 Board meeting 

To that end I have now completed all four of the 4-

hour online classes delivered by our webpage  

software vender, EasyNetSites (ENS) plus a fifth  

session for an expanded presentation on the Library/

Archives webpage option.  It was time well spent.  I 

cannot believe just how powerful our new software 

program can be if we use it as it was designed to be 

used!  

I have included articles on the Surname Research 

option and the Library/Archives option elsewhere in 

this newsletter.  Please take the time to read the  

information and then visit the website to see what 

I’m talking about.  And the best news is that it will 

cost little or nothing to get our information onto the 

webpage.   

In closing, our December volunteer appreciation and 

holiday potluck included the presentation of the  

Edward E. Parker Award to Alice and Harry.   

Unfortunately, Maxine Rose was 

feeling under the weather and was 

not there to accept the Certificate of 

Appreciation that the Board  

approved at its October Meeting.  

Maxine has been the ICGS liaison 

with the Sam Corey Center since 

meetings were moved to that  

location.  The Board recognizes and appreciates her 

work.  So do I!!  Thanks, Maxine. 
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 Library News from 
CADL-Leslie 

BY Jeff Antaya,  

Head Librarian  

As another decade ends, genealogical research is as 

popular as ever.  And patrons are still coming into 

the library to ask, “how do I get started?” or “where 

can I go next?”  

Ingham county is fortunate to have outstanding  

institutions where genealogist can go and ask these 

questions.  Along with our strong genealogical  

societies, it’s libraries and archives like the ICGS 

library, the Family History Center, Library of  

Michigan, and the Archives of Michigan that provide 

a solid support network for genealogists.    

As a public library system in Ingham County, CADL 

does our part to make sure local genealogist have all 

the resources they need to find their next family  

story.  We have a wonderful local history department 

at our Downtown Lansing Branch and our monthly 

Family History Connections group at the Leslie 

Branch on the 3rd Saturdays of each month from 6-7 

p.m. where genealogist can learn about a new topic 

every month.  

The big event every year is our annual Family Histo-

ry Open House.  This year, we’re going back to the 

past and will be hosting the Family History Open 

House at our Downtown Lansing Branch on  

Saturday, March 14.   

It will be a day full of great and informative speakers 

on topics from DNA to Military Records.  It will also 

be a great time to network with other genealogist and 

have some fun.  Keep an eye out for more  

information to come.   

Webpage Surname Research  Option 

Have you visited the ICGS webpage (icgsweb.org/) 

recently?  If not, you might be surprised with all the 

information that has been added and will continue to 

be added over the next several months.   

One of the features of this new software is the  

Surname Research option (https://icgsweb.org/

surname.php ).  Any member of ICGS can add the 

surname(s) he/she is researching and share those 

names with other ICGS members and the public. 

To add your surnames (Must be a member.): 

1. Log in to the Members’ area. 

2. Then click on profile. 

3. Scroll down to the second area in the screen and 

click on 

“Surnames”. 

4. Click on the  

“+” icon and 

add your  

surname 

along with 

the additional information. 

5. Repeat the process for additional surnames.  

Save your additions to the list. 

Anyone visiting the Surname Research page can sort 

by surname using the small box at the top of the 

page.  All your personal information (email) is  

private and not available for others to view. 

The sorting will be done by the “Surname” field.  

Click on the eye icon in the left hand column to see 

what additional information was submitted or click 

on the envelope icon to send email to the submitter. 

Additional information on “how to” is available on 

the “Submitting Your Surname” page. 

https://icgsweb.org/surname.php
https://icgsweb.org/surname.php
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 Meet our Members:  
By  

Martha Marshall 

TAMMY PARSONS 

Tammy actually began researching her family tree as 

a school project in Junior High or 

High School and has continued 

“off and on” for 45 years.  She 

learned about ICGS through a 

newspaper ad.  She and her mother 

attended that meeting and became 

members, not realizing how new 

the Society was.  She joined in  

January 1996 (member #37) 6 months after the  

Society was formed. 

Since that fateful first meeting she has been an  

active and involved member.  In addition to being a 

member of the first fundraising committee she was 

one of the Michigan Genealogical Council (MGC) 

delegates for ICGS for over 15 years and was MGC 

newsletter editor for many years.  She was a member 

of the committee for the 10th anniversary celebration 

dinner, including creating the slide show.  She also 

worked to create the officer binders.  

Over the years she has worked at numerous booths 

during Down Home Days and Spring Fling.   

Additionally, she has worked on the seminar  

committee, not only hosting a local conference but 

ICGS was part of hosting a state wide conference in  

collaboration with MGC and Mid-Michigan  

Genealogical Society.  Most recently she has chaired 

the ICGS Bylaws Committee and has been elected as 

Treasurer.  

Helpful tricks she has picked up along the way  

include looking at all relatives.  Sidelines can lead to 

some good clues for those lost relatives.  Don’t  

assume that your family is idyllic; there will be  

skeletons in your closet.  Also, keep good research 

notes, including your sources. 

In addition to her interest in genealogy, and working 

full time as a registered nurse, she coaches Special 

Olympics Polyhockey, cross country skiing,  

basketball and gymnastics, and scrapbooks the  

thousands of photos that she takes.  She is also  

active in her nurses’ union, both at the local and 

state level. 

 

ROSE ADAMS 

Rose started in genealogy about 20 years ago, in the 

early 90s.  After her father died 

and her mother got cancer, she 

felt that she should start  

documenting her family history.  

A woman she worked with at the 

time got her started and was a big 

help, giving her tips and ideas –

and taking her to MMGS  

meetings.  She also completed 

“American Genealogy: A Basic Course” through the  

National Genealogical Society.  The first software 

she used was Bill Dollarhide’s EFT program. 

After a few years of research  she went on to other 

interests, and genealogy got pushed to the wayside.  

Her daughter was in Girl Scouts and 4-H so she was 

busy with those activities, among other things.  She 

also picked up a new favorite hobby…quilting. 

Rose knew about ICGS back when it was first 

formed and went to a few meetings, even though she 

doesn’t have any research to do in Ingham County.  

Her Adams, Sterling, and Marcy ancestors settled in 

Ionia County in the 1850-60s and she is a member of 

the “First Families of Ionia County” group. She  

retired from MSU in June of 2017 and plans to pick 

up where she left off with her genealogical research.  

She has already realized that a lot has changed in the 

genealogical world. 



 Historian’s Report 

By Alice Raatz, Historian 
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Happy New Year!   

Isn’t it hard to believe that 2019 has passed? I’m 

looking forward to a New Year and wish everyone a 

Happy and Healthy 2020! 

Ken Howe Genealogy Trivia Game  

 

Ken Howe, October Guest 

Speaker, led the group in a fun 

genealogy trivia game. The 

winning team received Meijer 

gift cards.   

 

Bill Haines Presents 

 

November Guest Speaker was Bill 

Haines who shared his vast 

knowledge on “Huguenots in  

America.”  

 

Election Results 

ICGS election of the Executive Board was held on 

November 14th to begin serving in 2020.  Per  

changes in the Bylaws the society switched to the 

calendar year instead of October 1st to September 

30th, the terms of office will now be two years and 

officers will not all be elected in the same year.  To 

make that happen some officers in the November 

election will serve a one year term.    

Officers for 2020 are as follows: 

President   Audrey Martini (2 yr.)  

Vice Pres.      Gary Wilkes 

Recording Sec.     Lorie Neuman (2 yr.) 

Treasurer     Tammy Parsons (2 yr.) 

Membership Sec.   Barbara Bridges  

Librarian     Charles Hagler  

Director     Alice Raatz (2 yr.) 

Directors      Jane Wallin & Sandra Enness 

Christmas Potluck Dinner  

On December 12, 2019, ICGS held its annual  

Christmas potluck at the Sam Corey Senior Center in 

Holt.  A delicious meal was provided by the  

members, a Christmas Trivia game was played, 2020 

Executive Board was sworn in and two members 

were awarded the Edward E Parker Award.  It was a 

very enjoyable evening for all.  

ICGS 2020 Board Sworn In  

Swearing in ceremony by Jeff Montgomery.  

L to R: Alice Raatz, Barb Bridges, Jane Wallin, Lorie 

Neuman, Tammy Parsons, & Audrey Martini.   

Absent were Sandra Enness, Gary Wilkes & Charles 

Hagler.  
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Edward E Parker Award Winners 

 

Harry Warner and I shared the honor of being dual 

recipients of the Edward E Parker Award.  This 

award is given, in memory of our founder, to  

members who have contributed to and demonstrated 

commitment to ICGS.  I am honored to have been 

chosen and Thank you all.   

DNA Interest Group Meeting 
The Capitol Area DNA Interest Group will hold its 

January quarterly meeting on Saturday, January 25, 

2020, 10am—12 noon at the CADL Downtown  

Lansing Library, 401 S. Capitol Ave. Galleries 

B&C.  Parking is free on the weekend. 

Anyone interested in DNA is welcome regardless of 

level of experience. 

I thought it would be appropriate to read this mystery 

in December.  The Silent Christmas, a Jayne Sinclair  

Genealogical Mystery  by M.J. 

Lee is part of a mystery series by 

an author well versed in  

genealogy. 

Jayne Sinclair, a former detective, 

became a professional genealogist 

when she retired from the police 

force.  After a presentation at a 

library the week before  

Christmas, Jayne was approached by a father and his 

son.   They asked if she would investigate some  

objects inherited from Mr. Wright’s father. 

Jayne’s father was having health issues, and while 

sitting by his bedside, she was able to research the 

mystery.  She was able to inform the family that Mr. 

Wright had been actively involved in a football game 

during a truce on Christmas Eve on the Belgian front.  

The Wrights owned the original football from that 

game. 

Even though this is a novel, the author provided  

websites and research strategies throughout the book.  

One of the suggestions was to join  “Lost Cousins”.  

Check it out!  I joined and find it fascinating! 

Book Review 

BY  

Dallas King 
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the following volunteers who have regularly made 

our Newsletter possible: Jeff Antaya - CADL  

column, Dallas King - Book Review and proofread-

er, Alice Stendel-Raatz - Historian's Report, Sheila 

Truman and Cathy Box-Carr - Proofreaders, and all 

the many others who have contributed stories 

throughout the year. 

The Ingham County Genealogical Society  

recognizes and thanks those members who  

volunteered to donate/share 

their time and expertise by  

presenting information on  

various research topics of  

interest to 

the member-

ship. John 

DuLong shared his research  

findings on  

Heraldry; Lee 

Laylin shared information on the 

Mayflower and Mayflower de-

scendants; and Jane Wallin shared 

her presentation on the Life of 

John D. Voelker. 

Thank-you to Tammy Parsons, Alice Raatz, Joann 

DePeel, Beth Hall and Jane Wallin, members of  

the Bylaws and Policies Committee for the time 

spent updating both of these very important  

documents. 

Donna Dansby Heminger’s  The Good Old Days 

would not have gotten  

published without the countless 

volunteer hours spent by Grove 

Sandrock and Diane Bishop.   

ICGS is a 100%  volunteer or-

ganization.  President Audrey 

Martini, Vice President Gary Wilkes, Membership 

Secretary Beverley Bockes, Treasurer Dan  

Neuman, Secretary Lori Neuman, Librarian 

Charles Hagler, Directors Jane Wallin and Jeff 

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize the 

efforts of so many ICGS volunteers who have made, 

and continue to make, ICGS the great society that it 

is.  Some of you have already seen this on Facebook.  

For those who did not, I offer the  

following: 

Thank-you to our Librarian, Charles Hagler and the 

volunteers who show up for 3-4 hours every  

Wednesday afternoon at the ICGS Resource Room 

on the 2nd floor of the CADL-Mason Library to  

index and catalog newspaper articles, obituaries, and 

donated genealogical documents, as well as to assist 

others seeking assistance with Ingham County  

genealogy related research questions. In addition to 

Charles, those volunteers include Diane Bishop,  

Isabelle Wells, and Connie and James Stewart. 

Thank-you to our current webmaster, Sandra Ennes, 

for the many hours she has spent learning, creating 

and maintaining the new ICGS web page. 

Society Officers and Commit-

tee members are the backbone 

of any volunteer organization. 

That is especially true for 

ICGS. We have been blessed 

with the husband and wife 

team of Dan (Treasurer) and 

Lorie (Recording Secretary) 

Neuman. Thank-you both for all the time you've  

given to the Ingham County Genealogical Society! 

A very important ICGS Committee is the "Inroad to 

Ingham" newsletter committee. Martha "Marty"  

Marshall is our editor, but could not produce the 

great newsletter we have without help from  

contributors, layout and proofreaders. Thank-you to 

Volunteer Recognition 

BY Audrey Z. Martini 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/icgsweb/photos/pcb.3297272947009930/3297264940344064/?type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARD2nRvYv7_lbpdItKLXE2aDyDG_lUWuXCH3CcT8eYESrCyXQLO7rfumj2cEwI8iAqSCJG434Y0CIElX&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA6fGF622NAiG8YAHxV4I5lYmQsfiCoNj3vyLVeKwicAj1U90PAud1w5D
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Montgomery, and immediate past president Diane 

Bishop serve without pay, many times donating  

resources as well as their time.  Thank-you for your 

time! 

Fundraising takes a community.  The majority of 

ICGS’ income is from 

membership dues.   

However, in November 

2018 Lorie Neuman with 

help from Alice Raatz,  

Joann DePeel, Beverley Bockes, Dan Neuman, and 

Sandra Ennes in partnership with the Mason A & W 

raised dollars for the digitization of the Stockbridge 

Brief Sun newspaper.  Of course this was made  

possible because so many of our members and their 

family and friends enjoyed spaghetti dinner at A&W 

on the designated day.  Thank-you to all who  

participated in so many ways. 

Thank-you to Jane Wallin for all the time and effort 

she put into  

developing a slate 

of officers for   

November’s  

election of  

officers. The first 

election under 

our new Bylaws went smoothly because of her.  

Some Volunteer efforts are behind the scenes. Sam 

Pardee has been the ICGS representative to the MI  

Genealogical Council (MGC) 

just short of 20 years. He has 

served in numerous capacities 

during that time including 

Recording Secretary for 11 

years.  He is currently serving 

as MGC’s Mailman – all the 

while representing his home Society.  He is also our 

“Resident Agent” with the State of Michigan.  

Thank-you Sam! 

Another ICGS fund raiser is the in-house raffle that 

takes place at our monthly 

meetings.  Thank- you Barbara 

Bridges for selling the tickets 

and awarding the money, but 

we also need to thank all the 

members who purchase the 

tickets and contribute  

additional funds to our general fund coffers.  

Some volunteer efforts do not fall easily under a  

particular category  like Jim Beckwith ‘s leading our 

Pledge of Allegiance at  

monthly meetings, or Jessica 

Parson’s helping with clean up 

at the end of every meeting, or 

Jeff Antaya’s inviting an ICGS 

display at CADL-Leslie.  To 

all those to volunteer in large or small ways THANK

-YOU! 

Social media is a key part of any effort to market our 

Society.  Five people have been instrumental in 

keeping our presence on Facebook.  Jeff Antaya 

works with our Facebook Group.  Connie Stewart is 

great at responding to inquiries from our Facebook 

Group members.  Sandra Ennes ties it all together 

with ICGS’ branding strategy. Sandra and Isabelle 

Wells contribute posts to the Facebook page on a 

regular basis. 

A thank-you to ALL our members who follow the 

page and add information, likes, etc. to keep both our 

Facebook and Web pages in the forefront of visitors 

and potential new members. 

Between his memory and his filing system, Bill Carr 

has been the link between what has come before and 

the present.  Whether it is information on where we 

purchased plaques 5 years ago, or what the  

discussions were regarding donating copies of the 

last group Ingham County News microfilm, his low 

key counsel has been invaluable over the past 18 

months. 

God bless you all!!  
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January, 23 20  Ingham County Genealogical  
   Society Exec Bd. Meeting  7 – 9 pm 

Sam Corey Senior Center, 
 2108 Cedar Street, Holt MI 

More Information: https://icgsweb.org/ 

January 25, 2020 Capital Area DNA Interest Group  
   10 – 12noon 

   CADL-Downtown Lansing 
   401 S. Capitol, Galleries B&C 

More Information  https://www.facebook.com/
groups/159943161326968/?ref=bookmarks  

February 13, 2020 Ingham County Genealogical  
   Society Membership Meeting  
   7 – 9 pm 

Sam Corey Senior Center 
 2108 Cedar Street, Holt MI 

Program:  African American Research 

Presenter:  Jessica Trotter 

More Information: https://icgsweb.org/ 

March 12, 2020  Ingham County Genealogical  
   Society Membership Meeting 
   7 – 9 pm 

Sam Corey Senior Center 
 2108 Cedar Street, Holt MI 

Program:  TBD 

More Information: https://icgsweb.org/ 

March 14, 2020 CADL Family History Open 
House 

 CADL Downtown Lansing 
401 S. Capitol, Lansing 

Program: To be announced 

 

April 9, 2020  Ingham County Genealogical  
   Society Membership Meeting 
   7 – 9 pm 

Sam Corey Senior Center, 
 2108 Cedar Street, Holt MI 

Program:  TBD 

More Information: https://icgsweb.org/ 

May 20-23, 2020 NGS Annual Family History 
Conference 

 Salt Lake City, UT 

More Information: https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/ 

July 10-11, 2020 Abrams Foundation Family  
History Seminar  

Michigan Library and Historical 
Center, 702 W Kalamazoo, Lansing, 
Michigan 

Program: Featured Presenter Judy G. Russell, 
JD, CG, CGL 

More Information: https://mimgc.org/
eventListings.php?nm=19 

September  2-5, 2020 FGS Annual Conference 

 Kansas City, MO 

More Information: https://fgs.org/conferences/ 

November 14, 2020 2020 MGC Fall Family History 
Event,  

Michigan Library and Historical 
Center, 702 W Kalamazoo, Lansing, 
Michigan 

Program: Featured Presenter Sonny Morton 

More Information: https://mimgc.org/
eventListings.php?nm=19 

Calendar of Genealogy Related Events 

 

 

 

 

Do you have German speaking ancestors? 

Would you like to meet other family researchers 

with Germanic histories? 

To check out Michigan’s newest genealogical  

society.  Visit the Michigan Germanic Genealogical 

Society at https://miggs.org/ . 

https://icgsweb.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/159943161326968/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/groups/159943161326968/?ref=bookmarks
https://icgsweb.org/
https://icgsweb.org/
https://icgsweb.org/
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
https://fgs.org/conferences/
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The Library/Archive Detail image on this page 

shows some of the information that can be included 

in the database.  For this example, I used a Pedigree 

Chart that I added to the card catalog database.  

Names from pedigree charts are currently filed in a 

3x5 card file that a volunteer fills out and files and 

then searches manually.  A 5-generation pedigree 

chart could have as many as 32 names/32 3x5 cards 

to be handwritten out. 

With this database volunteers would enter   

information once and list the other surnames on the 

chart in the Surname field.  (The database has the 

capacity to include the pedigree chart document as 

well.)  The field is large enough that a book with 

800 surnames would have space to list all 800. 

A researcher can search for a surname by subject, 

location, title, author, description, collection, media 

type, or all of the above. 

So what is the catch?  Getting the data from the 

various Word, Access, and Excel formats into the 

database.  Batch uploads are an option, but because 

the database is so complex, a minimum of four 

spreadsheets need to be synched.  And the data 

needs to be in the correct format for the database.   

If ENS formats the data it is $45/hour.  ENS does 

have to do the batch upload.  If formatted correctly 

the average upload costs $22.50/hour.   

Two resources are needed to make this happen.  

The first is a list of the current ICGS Library’s 

holdings with as much information as we have  

relative to the search fields.  Second, we need  

volunteers to help enter and/or format the data in 

preparation of a batch upload or in some cases, to 

just enter data into the database. 

Library/Archives Database 

The EasyNetSites’ (ENS) Library/Archives module 

for websites has the ability to search for a surname 

anywhere in the database.  If we keyed into the  

record all the surnames of a particular item in the  

catalog, ENS’ search engine would find the record. 
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Odds and Ends of Information 

The Michiganology.org database continues to be  

updated. The 1942 and 1943 Michigan death  

certificates are available. The best results come with 

using the advanced search function. Be sure to give 

a date range rather than an exact date. For example, 

if you are looking for a 12/15/1942 death certificate, 

use the range of 12/14/1942 to 12/16/1942.  

A note from the Michigan Genealogical Council: 

Are you looking for ways you or your society can 

give back to the genealogy community? Indexers are 

still needed for the Michigan Naturalization  

Indexing Project at Family Search. Use these cold 

winter days to index a batch or 100!   

Also, the archives and Family Search are in the pro-

cess of scanning Michigan Probate Records. If  

interested in helping with this project, please  

contact archives@michigan.gov The work that you 

would be doing would be getting the records ready 

for scanning and returning them to their packets  

after the scanning is done. Family Search personnel 

does the scanning. 

Are you a Facebook user?  If you need help and 

use Facebook, check out the Random Acts of  

Genealogical Kindness—RAOGK USA Group.  

They are amazing in their accuracy and efficiency in 

helping figure out all sorts of small hurdles and large 

brick walls.  Request to join the group by visiting 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/raogkUSA. 

Newspaper Digitizing Correction.  In my last  

President’s message I incorrectly wrote that we had 

already paid Clarke Library $350.  The correct  

deposit amount was $390. 

The last Treasurer’s report indicated a balance of 

$1,507.20 in our Savings Account that is earmarked 

for the digitization project.   

Connie Stewart has taken the time to do an actual 

count of frames that need to be digitized to fine tune 

the actual dollars needed to completely digitize the 

Stockbridge Brief Sun.  We are still going to need to 

do some fundraising to complete that set of  

newspapers. 
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